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T HE 2008 International Geoscience and Remote Sensing Symposium (IGARSS'08) was held from July 6 to 11 at the Hynes Convention Center in Boston, MA. The General Co-Chairs were Prof. John Kerekes of the Rochester Institute of Technology and Prof. Eric Miller of Tufts University. The Technical Program Co-Chairs were Prof. Dara Entekhabi of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Prof. Steven Reising of Colorado State University.
The theme of IGARSS'08 was "Geoscience and Remote Sensing: The Next Generation." For this year's symposium, the Call for Papers topic list was substantially streamlined to a compact list of 39 choices in nine theme areas. Consistent with the previous few IGARSS, this year's symposium attracted nearly 2400 abstract submissions. In order to maintain a highquality technical program, more than 30 dedicated experts on the Technical Program Committee assigned the submitted abstracts to 1607 reviewers who completed an average of 3.4 reviews per contributed abstract, a record level of participation in the review process.
The Technical Program Committee, which included 45 theme coordinators/session organizers and 109 invited session organizers, met in Atlanta, GA, on February 29 to organize 1885 accepted presentations into 211 oral half sessions of five papers each and 99 interactive sessions of up to 12 posters each. The technical program covered the key theme areas of geoscience, including the studies of land, oceans, atmosphere, and cryosphere, as well as the full extent of remote sensing topics, from electromagnetic modeling, radiative transfer, design of sensors and missions, and advanced image/signal analysis techniques to applications, education, and policy. A new element of the IGARSS technical program was the organization of four timely highly relevant panel discussions on areas in which remote sensing has an increasing impact on society: numerical weather prediction, NASA missions arising from the National Research Council Decadal Survey, human and environmental health, and baseline climate identification and global change. In addition, a special poster session on the remote sensing analysis of recent natural disasters was organized by Prof. Melba Crawford during the month prior to the meeting. We would like to thank the 1607 reviewers, the invited session organizers, and the theme coordinators/session organizers for their generous support in assembling a top-quality technical program.
Consistent with the theme of the next generation in geoscience and remote sensing, new student activities were initiated at IGARSS'08, including a career forum featuring five Digital Object Identifier 10.1109/TGRS. 2009.2032825 industrial employers meeting with dozens of interested students in remote sensing and a young professionals' luncheon during which more than 50 students received career advice from experienced professionals. Finally, extensive outreach to precollege students in the Boston area included outreach exhibits, a guided tour of the Boston Science Museum, and related activities.
The participation in IGARSS'08 was at a record level, demonstrating the growing recognition and prestige of the symposium and benefiting from the attractive Boston venue. Technical registration numbered 1721, while the total number of attendees, including accompanying persons, exhibitors, local precollege students and workshop participants, was 2071. This level of participation and the attractive location helped to lower the no-show rate to 5% and 20% in oral and poster sessions, respectively.
For this Special Issue, 61 manuscripts were submitted, and after the regular rigorous review process of the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON GEOSCIENCE AND REMOTE SENSING, a total of 29 was accepted for publication in this Special Issue. We would like to thank all reviewers for their time and dedication to this task.
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